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I. Introduction

ÅPurpose: 

To examine the influence of geography, 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ 
architectural landscape from 1816 to 1946
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I. Introduction (cont.)

ÅPremise:

1. Various factors (e.g., social, economic, political, 
geographical, etc.) combine to produce the context
within which cities evolve

2. Architecture (the built environment) is one 
manifestation of the links between the form of city 
and the processesthat shape the city

3. Buildings are: (i) functional, i.e., they serve a 
ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΤ ŀƴŘ όƛƛύ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎΣ ƛΦŜΦΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ άǎǇƛǊƛǘ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜέ όȊŜƛǘƎŜƛǎǘύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜέ 
(genius loci) 4



I. Introduction (cont.)

Åά²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŜȄƛǎǘΦέ 
(Carter, 1986, 267)

Åά!ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
eloquent of all witnesses to the moral and 
ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻǊ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ό{ŀƛƴǘΣ 
1995, 273)

ÅAbout the dates of the time periods
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II. The Town of Hamilton: 1816-1846

1816 Creation of District of Gore

Population = 668 (Barton Twp.)

1818 Log court house; jail

1826 Burlington Canal

Population = 1,195 (Barton Twp.)

1828 Stone courthouse

1832 Cholera epidemic

1836 Population = 2,846 (Hamilton)

1837 Allan Napier MacNab knighted

1845 Board of Trade 6



The Site of Hamilton - Original town site not located on water.

Higher elevations ïsetting for elite residences.

Growth (until WWII) east and west due to influence of harbour and escarpment.
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The Iroquois Bar

Shoreline of post-glacial Lake Iroquois.

Site of many elite residences including Dundurn Castle (see slide 12), The 

Scottish Rite and Wesanford (see slide 20), and Arkledun (see slides 21-23).
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The Original Town Site

Hamilton ïfirst speculative town site to evolve 

into major city in Canada (John Weaver).

George Hamilton ïland speculator.
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Plan of the Town of Hamilton, District of Gore, Canada.  1842

Note Iroquois Bar (white diagonal line), escarpment (dark vertical line).
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District of Gore Courthouse

Built 1832; replaced 1878-79.

Photo c. 1870
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Dundurn Castle.  Built 1835.  Robert Wetherell, Architect. National Historic Site.

1967 ïHamiltonôs Centennial project ïrestoration of Dundurn.
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III. The City of Hamilton: 1846-1867

1846Hamilton incorporated as a city

Population = 6,832

1854Great Western Railway

Cholera epidemic

1856Population = 21,855

1859GWR shops

1860Visit of Prince of Wales

1862Death of MacNab

1866Population = 21,485 13



Hamilton, Canada West.    1854

Painted by Edwin Whitefield

Arkledun in lower right (see also slides 21 ï23)
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ÅHamilton Waterworks.   Built 1858 -59.   National Historic Site.

ÅOfficially opened by Prince of Wales (later Edward VII) in September 1860.

ÅEngines built by John Gartshore, Dundas.
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St. Paulôs (formerly St. Andrewôs) 

Presbyterian Church

Built 1854 ï57.

William Thomas, Architect.

Only stone spire in Ontario.

National Historic Site.

16



17

Custom House.    Built 1858 ï60.   National Historic Site. 
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Crystal Palace.   Built 1851; demolished 1891.    Albert Hills, Architect.

Site of present-day Victoria Park (King St. W. at Strathcona ).
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Whitehern.   Built 1848. National Historic Site.

Original owner ïOliver Duggan; later purchased by Calvin McQuesten.
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Top: Scottish Rite; 

former home of George Tuckett

Bottom: Wesanford; 

home of Senator William Sanford

(Both of these homes built on 

elevated ridge (Iroquois Bar)
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View from escarpment 

showing Arkledun 

Arkledun 

ïhome of Richard Juson

Built c. 1846; demolished 

1930.

William Thomas, Architect.

Prince of Wales (later Edward 

VII) stayed here during first 

royal visit to Hamilton in 1860.

(South of present-day St. 

Josephôs Hospital at the head 

of John Street South)
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Arkledun   East façade.    Photo c. 1862.



23Arkledun North (front) façade.   Photo c. 1900.    Arkledun was demolished in late 1930. 

This is the only known photograph of Arkledunôsfront façade.

Arkledunôsowners: Richard Juson (c. 1846 ï1867);Edward Browne (1868 ï1888); 

James Turnbull (1888 ï1914); and E.D. Cahill (1914 ï1930). 



IV. Hamilton: The Birmingham of Canada: 1867-1920

1867Confederation

1876Population = 32,641

1886Population = 41,712

1890Hamilton Public Library

1896Population = 51,527

1898Hydro-electric power (DeCew Falls)

1910Steel Company of Canada

1912Dominion Foundires and Steel Co.

1916Population = 104,330 24
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City Hall

Built 1890; demolished 1959-60.

James Balfour, Architect.
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Corner of King St. and James St.      Photo c. 1900.
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Wentworth County Courthouse   Built 1878;demolished 1956.   Charles Mulligan, Architect.
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Royal Hamilton Yacht Club   Located on Burlington Beach next to canal.

Built 1891; destroyed by fire 1915.
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Post Office

Built 1893; demolished 1930.

Corner of King St. E. and 

John St. S.
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Canada Life Assurance Co. 

(later Birks Building)

Built 1883; demolished 1972 

(citizen protest).

Richard Waite, Architect (based 

in Buffalo).



31

Hamilton Public Library

Built 1890; demolished 1958.

Located on north side of Main 

Street between James Street 

and MacNab Street
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Various Industrial Establishments

From ñHamilton: The Birmingham of Canadaò published in 1892.
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Hamilton Public (Carnegie) Library      Built 1911-12.

Currently ïUnified Family Court.

Located at corner of Main Street and MacNab Street (southwest corner).
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Toronto, Hamilton and Buffalo Railway Station    Built 1895; demolished 1933.

Located on north side of Hunter St. between John St. S. and James St. S.
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King Street East (looking east from James Street)     Photo c. 1900.


